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PROVOCATEUR
Assumption College, Worcester, Mass.

Fresh
Recruits
The faculty has effected changes
in faculty positions and the addi
tion of ten new members to its
team.
Fr. Alexis Babineau, a.a. has re
placed Fr. Ernest Fortin, a.a. as
Superior of the Religious Commun
ity and is a member of the Board
of Trustees and the Coordinator
ofPublic Affairs. Fr. Fortinisnow
the Chairman of the Board of Trus
tees and the Coordinator of Aca
demic Affairs.
Fr. Aime Deschamps, a.a. has
been transferred to the Provincial
House in New York and has been
replaced as Librarian by Mr. Ger
ard Gagne, the former Associate
Librarian. The Director of Alumni
Relations is now Fr. Ronald St.
Pierre, a.a.
Fr. Camillus Thibeault has been
named Director of the Student
Brothers replacing Fr. Paul Goudreau, a.a. Mr. William Rotundi
is now Chairman of the Psychol-

A New
Tongue
Assumption inaugurates in its
Evening College a basic course in
the Armenian Language (conversa
tion, grammar, and composition).
Paul Ryan, director of the Even
ing School at Assumption, said it
was being established at the request
of the Rev. Muron Gurjikian, pas
tor of the Armenian Church of Our
Saviour in Worcester, and several
other leaders in the local Armenian
business community.
Miss Hasmik Tamasian, a gradu
ate of the University of Teheran,
a native of Armenia, and a gradu
ate student at Assumption, will
teach the course.
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For the first time in the history
of Worcester, a number of police
officers will receive scholarships
to the 16-week credit-bearing ses
sion in law enforcement at As
sumption College. The courses
are titled "Police Community Re
lations" and "Criminal Investiga
tion and Case Preparation," taught
by Richard M. Welch, a Worcester
lawyer, and John F. Driscoll, an
assistant district attorney. The
program has been available for
area policemen for three years, how
ever this semester marks the first
time the courses are city-sponsored.
Approximately 80 out of an origin
al 175 applicants screened will re
ceive scholarships covering the cost
of books and tuition.
Police entered in the program
will be able to attain an associate
degree in police science within
three of four years, or a bachelor's
degree within seven to eight years.
Classes are held Monday and Tues
day evenings.

ogy division of Education. He re
places Dr. Frank Buckley.
Mr. Richard Moore is the new
Associate Dean of Men, replacing
Fr. Ronald. Messrs. Hennessey,
Chappius, and Haczynski have left
our campus and Mr. Michael O'
Shea is on academic leave.
The new members of the faculty
are chiefly in the language and
political science departments. A.L.
Lytton Sells is our visiting French
professor who received his A.B.
and M.A. degrees from Cambridge
University in England and his Ph.
D. from the University of Paris.
He has taught at Cambridge,
Padua, Durham, Indiana and U.
Mass. One of his many books is
The Early Life of J.J. Rousseau.

Mr. John Brennan in the English
department received his A.B. from
Harvard and his M.A. from N.Y.U.
Mr. Thomas Puchalsky, an As
sumption graduate, and Mrs. Han
nah Laipson join him in teaching
English.

INSTITUTE FOSTERS
CHRISTIAN ECUMENISM
The Ecumenical Institute of Re a rich source of "local talent" —
ligious Studies is one of the most clergy with higher degrees in the
important recent developments in ology; and since Worcester is prox
Assumption academia. Announc imate to Boston and its famous
ed last May at the annual conven centers oftheological studies—Har
tion of Congregationalists held on vard School of Divinity; Andover
campus, the Institute was largely Newton, and the Episcopal Theol
inspired and realized through the ogical School.
The institute is unique (there
efforts of Dr. Oscar Remick and
Father Ernest Fortin of Assump were no precedents) in that it is
tion's Philosophy department. "ecumenical not only in purpose
Briefly describing the goal of the but in structure." It is staffed by
project in a recent paper, Dr. Re
mick states that it "is specifically
designed to meet the problems
of religion and religious education
in the modem world.. .(and) strives
to acquaint the clergy and inform
ed layman with the best and most
relevant contributions of modern
(religious) scholarship. . ."

The need for "study and dia
logue in an ecumenical setting"
was first realized in October, 1966
when the Greater Worcester Area
Mr. Roger Trahan is our new di Council of Churches voiced the
rector of the Language Laboratory. need for a program to continue the
His degrees are from St. Mary's education of clergy and lay teach
University and the University of ers of religion. Debate was spurred
Hartford. A former language teach on the subject by a survey conduc
er, he has repaired or replaced ted by Eugene Carper (The Wor
most of the damaged equipment. cester County Study) that pointed
up the vacuum created by the lack
Dr. John Crutcher is our new of properly-trained religious educa
Assistant Professor of Political Sci tors.
ence. He received his A.B. and
M.A. from Notre Dame and has
written a number of articles on
A s i m i 1 a r lack was felt in Cath
Africa and a monograph on the olic circles and after consulta
Soviet conception of Africa.
tion with a number of prominent
Mr. John Dunn, another instruc
tor in Political Science, is working
on his Ph.D. at UMass.
Mr. James Barbato, geography
lecturer is a graduate of Assump
tion College and Clark University.
Mr. Paul Zeigler received his de
grees in history from Fairfield and
Fordham.
Dr. Mark Bender, a
visiting Associate Professor of Economics, has received his A.B.,
M.A., and Ph. D. degrees from U.
Conn, and has often written for
"The American Economist."
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gaged in religious education. Tui
tion is expected for credit-bearing
courses, as required for any grad
uate-level subjects. Besides the
income from tuition and various
private sources, the Institute is
being financed in its first year by
a $40,000 Fuller Foundation grant.
25,000 volumes (mostly on Pro
testant thought) will come out of
these funds as well as expenses
involved with the original public

Dr. Oscar Remick

Protestants and Catholics alike.
The ecumenical institute addresses
itself both to the clergy and the
laity, making it different from old
er programs of a remotely similar
nature which differentiated thetwc
"Christianity in the
elements.
Boston theological schools (which
modern world" is the major focus
are still interested in the problem)
of the program and the courses,
a proposal was raised for an insti
taught largely by Assumption pro
tute of religious studies conducted
fessors of all fields, cover biblical,
in the spirit of ecumenism. This
theological, and professional (secu
was summarily approved by As
sumption College, the testing- lar) approaches to the challenge of
fered Christianity by the forces of
grounds for the experiment, and
"modern science, modem culture,
the Worcester Council of Churchand modem secular thought. . . . "
The program of studies includes
both a degree approach (towards
an M.A.) and a "certification pro
The city of Worcester is well gram," which stresses areas of in
suited for an institute of this kind
terest to lay adults who are ensince 97 per cent of the population
is divided evenly between Protes
tants and Catholics; since there is

relations thrust and travel expen
ses occurred by founders Remick
and Fortin in their search for more
funds.
Judaism is not represented in the
Institute program. Since the Jew
ish faith is involved in ambitious
and high-quality educational pro
jects of its own and since, to quote
Dr. Remick, "the first task of the
Christian church is to find a basis
of fellowship in its own circle," it
was felt that this element, as least
for the present, best be excluded.
The Ecumenical Institute grew out
of "particular Christian needs, Vat
ican II, and the quandry of Chris
tian education in the churches"
(Remick).
Continued on Page 2 Col. 1

A SECULAR KITCHEN NOW

"No, no, Sweeney! Identify! Empathize!"

Cartoon Exerpted from the Sept.
23rd Edition of The New Yorker

Aft^r a ten-year stay as the "tem
porary" kitchen staff at Assump
tion College, the Oblate Sisters of
the Assumption (originally from
Holland) are leaving to carry out
social work within the diocese of
Worcester. This will enable them
to perform a role, as Mother Mary
Regina, Superior to the Sisters,
said "more in keeping with the
purpose of the community and its
training." Moving to a Vernon St.
address, the nuns will become part
of the Catholic Charities movement
and will go into the homes of the
sick, the elderly, and the needy to
provide the help necessary there.
The Oblate Sisters, founded by
the same Fatherd'Alzon who found
ed the Assumptionist o r d e r of
priests, had been recruited in Hol
land ten years ago to prepare meals
for the limited number of students
then attending Assumption. Their

stay was to last only until other
plans would have been made. In
the meantime, the student body
increased by a factor of four, and
the school hired a full-time chef
and a number of lay people for the
kitchen staff. It became easier then
for the Sisters to carry out their
original purpose of practical service
for the needy.
The Very Rev. Louis F. Dion,
a.a., president of Assumption, laud
ed the sisters for what he described
as "their outstanding contribution
to Assumption over the past de
cade."
The Bishop Wright Convent built
for the Oblate Sisters will be used
in part for resident students and in
part for the school's newly central
ized "Public Affairs" departments,
which include Public Relations, the
Alumni Association, and the De
velopment office.
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PROVOCATEUR
e x t r e m e diversity of the indepen
dent colleges as to size, endow
ments, sexes admitted, disciplines
emphasized, and the quality of the
management. I really wouldn't
want to argue that Reed, Haverford, and Swarthmore do not have
the means to compete for good
students with much larger institu
tions and to provide facilities for
research. . .

Spartanburg, South Carolina (IP)
In his position paper of the nega
tive side, "Resolved That an Inde
pendent Liberal Arts College Can
Attract and Retain Good Students,"
presented last spring at the Con
But such institutions are few and
verse College Trustees Conference, not typical of the four-year colleges.
Dr. John H. Stibbs, dean of stu Dartmouth has great financial re
dents, Tulane University, stated: sources, but is it a college or a uni
"Some say that like the United versity? Pomona is in a "cluster"
States Navy, the two-part system, of colleges that really constitute
md the Liberty of Congress, the in a university.
dependent liberal arts colleges are
"But with all duequalifications,
lere to stay. They seem to think does not the general approval of
hat there will be enough good stu the pattern of development of the
dents for both the universities and Associated Claremont Colleges, the
he colleges. Some say that just as new arrangements that will bring
i great number of people like to Amherst, Smith, and Mount Holyive in New York City and others oke closer to the University of
n Valdosta, Georgia, good students Massachusetts, and the possibility
or similar reasons will gravitate to of Vassar going to New Haven, all
>oth the large universities and small indirectly suggest that something
ndependent colleges.
is amiss with the independent lib
"Some say that just as many eral arts college?
voung people choose to affiliate
"Is not the recent grant of the
themselves with large industries Sloan Foundation to twenty of the
while others want to be with small nations private four year liberal
>rganizations, so, too, good stu arts colleges to support science
dents will choose some of the uni programs just sufficient to point up
versities and others the small col the vast inadequacy of the science
leges. The assumption of pleni facilities in the independent col
tude lies behind all such thinking. lege?
That is to say, we have both col
"From the studentspointofview
leges and universities. Together
the one-and two-man departments
:hey fill up our idea of higher edare a constant source of irritation.
ication, which would simply not
And there are any of these. In a
be complete without the indepenrecent government publication pre
dant liberal arts colleges.
"The fact of life are these. With
little state, federal, or foundation
support, with inadequate l i b r a r y
and laboratory facilities, with little
apportunity for the faculty to as
sociate with other scholars in their
awn fields, and without graduate
students, the isolated small col
leges have found it increasingly dif
ficult to attract and retain both
qualified faculty members and good
students.
"Who are the good students?
They are the students who face the
fact that we live in a rapidly chan
ging world and want to move fast
and keep abreast of the latest de
velopments. They are the students
who are seeking excellence and are
no longer finding it in the indepen
dent liberal arts colleges.
"We are speaking, of course, in
general terms and to the topic
'good' students. Obviously, one
obstacle to generalization is the

("INSTITUTE", com.)
The Institute at Assumption is a
germinal program and "if it is suc
cessful," it will only be so in a
number of years and with a great
deal of area co-operation. Never
before have the clergy had to face
a Christian public that is so sophis
ticated and well-educated. The
gospel and such must be presented
is an equally sophisticated, wellinformed manner. "Religion," says
Dr. Remick, "can't coast on the
emotive dimensions it has for so
many years. There is need for a
school of greater depth and great
er academic relevance than ever
before."
The Institute is a symbol of the
new relationship between colleges,
churches, and Christianity, bom
from the fact that Assumption is a
"church-related Christian school,"
caught in a era of religious tur
moil, confronting a Christian pub
lic that has every right to expect
i "return for their investment."

pared by the National Science
Foundation concerned with science
in higher education, the authors ex
perienced concern over the depart
ment staff sizes in the small col
leges.
"Citing the findings of the Ameri
can Institute of Physics and other
data, as of 1961, they state that out
of the 551 small-college d e p a r t 
ments in colleges not granting the
doctor's degree in Physics but at
tempting to offer physics-major pro
grams 73 of the physics depart
ments were one-man departments —
a total of 230 (42 per cent).
Not altogehter incidentally, the
authors point out that many faculty
members now teaching in the col
leges have inadequate training "to
cope with the higher level subjectmatter now demanded in the un
dergraduate program."
"These authors also find evi
dence that some of the small col
leges are not supplying the land of
undergraduate experience needed
for successful continuation in grad
uate work—evidenced by dropout
of; many graduatesof small colleges
in their first yearofgraduate work."
"More and more, they state,
the belief is growing that the drop
out is due in large measure to an
emotional strain resulting from the
sudden realization, usually coming
too late, that the student has fallen
far behind his classmates, and has
no hope for catching up. The
small college often discovers, with
great shock, the competition that
exists in large graduate classes competition which he has never
before experienced."

THROUGH THE GLASS
FROSHLY
The incoming class of "71,"
numbering 186, is the largest class
the college has admitted to date.
The students hail predominantly
from the northeastern states, of
which Massachusetts, Connecti
cut, and New York have contribu
ted a majority. The class is di
versified to the extent that there
is one student each from Washing
ton D.C., Wisconsin, Venezuela,
and Peru.
The academic background of the
freshmen is varied. 41% have at
tended private schools, and 31%
were graduated from parochial
schools. By far the smallest num
ber of freshmen, 28% (approximate
ly 42 students) have been educated
in the public school systems.
During the first part of last week,
the campus was populated with
blue streaks, as freshmen dashed
insecurely from building to build
ing. This year, blue beanies re
placed the previous initiation uni
form of hairbands. In addition to
this, all initiates wore sandwichtype signs stating their slave name
and the identity of their master.

During the three days of introduc
tion, frosh slaves were called upon
to do such things as serve break
fast in bed and shine the shoes of
their sophomore masters. One es
pecially energetic slave did not
stop at shining the outside of shoes
but methodically polished the in
side as well. Other freshmen could
be seen bowing before the cafeteria
staff in order to display their lunch
buttons. By far the most frequent
and hazardous task assigned these
young men was that of shooting
down "enemy aircraft."
Now the freshmen are members
of Assumption College and can
give a good deal to the college.
At least seven of these young men
have had formal social work ex
perience ranging from hospital tu
torial aid for young patients to
work with the War on Poverty
groups.
These people can find
opportunities in programs like
CCD to continue their efforts. Sev
eral others are accomplished art
ists and musicians, whose interests
will help to broaden the scope of
the social and intellectual life on
campus.
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MOORE FROM
THE DEAN

Mr. Moore
"Basically, my hope is to try
to help the students; to help them
spend their time in doing well
in courses, learning something
while here; and to help them not
to worry about ending up in the
pit or where to park their car. This
is how I view my job."
Dean Richard Moore speaking.
The new assistant to Dean of
Students Father Norman Meiklejohn received his A.B. (in history)
from Worcester's Clark Univer
sity in 1966 and recently held a
resident advisor - counsellor po
sition at Colgate U., where he re
ceived his Master's degree in Edu
cation in 1967. Mr. Moore's com
ments on his own position, held
by Father Ronald St. Pierre last
year, went further: "In my job
and jobs like mine, we're here to
serve the college community. The
administration is the most expen
dable, with the students the sec
ond most expendable body, since
the faculty could probably exist
alone as a community of scholars.
At any rate, our job is to get rid
of the trivia of structure, to clean
up the minor, cluttering details so
that the students and faculty can
continue in an overall educational
enterprise."
Dean Moore held,
however, that "my job is not in
significant either. Along with othter administrators, I at least try to
make things easier for the rest of
the community by acting as an ac
tivities coordinator. Specifically,
my duties aren't specific at all
since I handle virtually everything
in student affairs except the last
word - residence accommodations,
discipline, counseling, student af
fairs, and placement." As place
ment director, a position held last
year by the Development depart
ment's Raymond Creamer, Dean
Moore maintains a graduate educa
tion and career information libra
ry, provides for counselling and
testing programs, arranges employ
er interviews, and keeps confiden
tial folders on all seniors. Accord
ing to Moore: "The goal of the
placement office is to encourage
more employers to comeon campus
and to keep files on graduates."
Mr. Moore has been a significant
figure in the effort to change the
nature, range, and effectiveness
of the campus Resident Advisor
program. "Along with the change
in name (R.A.s used to be called
proctors) came a change in the na
ture of the program. The R.A.
will be more a source of informa
tion and assistance for the students
and less a policeman. His work
will be with peers on a mature

level." Parallels are evident be
tween Assumption's present pro
gram and those at Clark and Col
gate Universities, at both of which
Mr. Moore has had firsthand ex
perience. Along these lines, Dean
Moore expressed his appreciation
of Father Norman Meiklejohn,
Dean of Students, who worked in
conjunction with him on the new
Resident Advisor program. "He
has exhibited liberal feelings not
inconsistent with my own."
Offered positions at the Univer
sity of Rhode Island and Boston
U., Mr. Moore was at first not in
terested in working at a small,
religiously affiliated school. "But
Father Meiklejohn attracted me
here. And I wanted the oppor
tunity to work in all areas, to gain
experience, to be more influential
on a smaller campus." Activity at
Assumption attracted him also, as
he said: "We're at a stage now
when the school is in turmoil.
We're going from a tight-knit re
ligious family to a modern-day in
stitution. There is an opportunity
to grow here, and we can very well
become one of the better Catholic
small colleges." (Editor's note: As
sumption is now ranked ninth ac
ademically of all Catholic Colleges
in the nation.)
Expounding on the element of
religion and colleges, Dean Moore
said, "There are certain advan
tages to being religiously affilia
ted. Financially it is good, since
it encourages people to contribute
to their religion and a college at
the same time. The Ecumenical
Institute (see article) will attract
scholars. Moreover, the priests are
a sort of endowment, since less sal
aries and fewer benefits are de
manded by them for their work.
"Morality is a personal thing,
but the religious element on cam
pus does offer students some guide
lines to morality and spiritual be
lief that they might not have had.
By religious presence I don't mean
necessarily a Catholic presence. As
with the Ecumenical Institute,
there would be financial, cultural,
spiritual, and scholastic rewards
from the presence of religious schol
ars of all affiliations on campus.
This is to expose the least exposed
to a variety of viewpoints in order
that they may draw something
from each."
Besides working as Assistant
Dean of Students at Assumption,
Mr. Richard Moore is currently a
candidate Ed. D. in Educational
Psychology at Clark University.
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STUDENTS
RIGHTS

RESIDENT ADVISORS

LEFT
"A Joint Statement on Rights
and Freedoms of Students" has
been released by a drafting com| mittee representing the American
Association of Universtiy Profes
sors, the N.S.A., the National As
sociation of Student Personnel Ad
ministrators, the Association of American Colleges, and the National
Association of Women Deans and
Counselors.
Defined as "a comprehensive
and systematic endeavor to lay
down the principles that should
govern relationships between stu
dents and the academic institu
tions," the report is a result of
three years of debate, research,
and negotiation.
The preamble to the document
stresses that certain basic princi
ples of academic freedom for stu
dents must exist if an institution
is to contribute to the "transmis
sion of knowledge, the pursuit of
truth, the development of students,
and the general well-being of so
ciety."
Freedom shared by all
members of an academic communi
ty should come with responsibility.
Concerning the freedom of access
to higher education, the report
suggests that preferences and stan
dards for admittance to an insti
tution should be clearly stated, and
that students should not be barred
from admission because of race or
creed. In the classroom professors
should encourage "free discussion,
inquiry, and expression." These
should exist here as protection of
this freedom of expression, along
with protection against improper
academic evaluation and against
"improper disclosure" of confiden
tial student records.
In the realm of student affairs,
freedom of association should be
present. That is, students should
be free to organize and join groups
to promote their common interests.
These associations, moreover,
should be autonomous in procedure
and structure and open to all who
wish to join. No limitations should
be imposed on these organizations
with regard to issues discussed,
speakers invited, or causes sup
ported.
Regarding student participation
in institutional government, the
student body "should have a clear
ly defined means to participate in
the formulation and application of
institutional policy affecting aca
demic and student affairs."
(Next Col.)

*

Student publications should avail themselves of "establishing
and maintaining an atmosphere of
The new program for resident ad
free and responsible discussion..." visors, developed in joint effort by
Whenever possible, student news Dean ofStudentsFr. NormanMeikpapers should be financially and lejohn and his assistant Richard
legally separate from the institu Moore, has been instituted at As
tion in question. More important, sumption. It is a product of Fr.
"... the editorial freedom of stu Meiklejohn's liberal student views
dent editors and managers entails and study and Mr. Moore's exper
corollary responsibilities to begov- ience as a resident advisor at Col
erned by the canons of responsible gate University.
journalism ..." Copy should be
Maintaining a friendly but some
free of arbitrary or advance censor
what removed attitude toward all
ship by the school administration. students, the Resident Advisor is
to act as a counselor "only in the
The off-campus freedom of stu
broad sense of the word" in that
dents should be that of normal
he dispenses general information
citizens, and students who violate
to the students while at the same
civic or state or federal law may
time maintaining close contact
incur therefore the penalties pre
with the priest in residence and
scribed by civil authorities. In
the professional guidance counsel
stitutional authority should be
ors who may provide the residents
"special" and should never merely
with more in-depth help. Getting
duplicate general laws. "Only
to know the students on his par
where the institution's interests
ticular floor, the R. A. is required
as an academic community are dis
to submit regular reports concern
tinctly and clearly involved should
ing individual discipline to the
the special authority of the in
Dean's office and semester reports
stitution be asserted . . . Institu
regarding a student's "personality,
tional action should be indepen
development, and performance."
dent of community pressure."
Resident advisors are also respon
sible for reporting damages incur
Section VI on "Procedural Stan red on their floors.
dards in Disciplinary Proceedings"
The Resident Advisor's student
has been excerpted in toto from the personnel tasks are supplemented
report for use at Assumption Col- in a number of ways. Problems
lege.
and test cases are discussed in a
seminar approach at weekly meet
Disciplinary proceedings, first of ings involving all the R. A.'s and
all, should always play a role the members of the office of the
second to that of example, counsel Dean of Students. Often these
ing, guidance, and admonition, a seminars are benefited by the pro
principle now in effect in the Res fessional opinion and advice of
ident Advisor program. Procedural Donald Isaac of the Department
fairness should always be given of Guidance and Psychology.
to the accused student, meaning
In his recent monograph, "Col
that this student be made aware lege Housing as Learning Cen
of the nature of the charges against ters," Harold Riker outlines the
him, that he be given opportunity specific duties of the student per
to refute them, that the actions sonnel staff. These are residence
against him not be arbitrary, and counseling, the various elements of
that there be a provision for ap supervision, and program plan
ning. The counseling elementstrespeal.
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THE BEST ONE IS STILL "NO"
Dr. Arthur Powell, chief of ob
stetrics at Holden District Hos
pital and a 1956 graduate of Tufts
medical school, discussed the med
ical approach to birth control and
its methodology in an October 2nd
lecture sponsored by the St. Luke
Society. Dr. Powell fielded ques
tions from the audience following
his presentation.
The subject was approached at
the lecture the same as if a woman
has approached him about this at
his office. Dr. Powell emphasized
that he would "in no way ever
lead the woman into a particular
type of birth control measure,"
that the element of choice always
existed for the husband and wife,
in whom lies the "primary respon
sibility for controlling the size of
the family."
Listed in order of their effective
ness were six forms of birth con-

CATHOLIC INTERCOLLEGIATE
CHARITY BALL
SEMIFORMAL * NOVEMBER 22 * 8:30 - 1:00
EMMANUEL HALL MOHEGAN DRIVE
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
... FOR INFORMATION A TICKETS ... TERRY MACY
203 - FOUNDERS

trol and two procedures not form
ally called birth control measures:
the pill; intra-uterine devices; dia
phragms with gelatin; vaginal
foams; condoms; rhythm; and"cortus interuptus" and post-cortal
douche. The relative effectiveness
rates for the first six methods ranged
from 100% with the "combination
type" and contraceptive to 60% for
The last two methods
rhythm.
listed were disclaimed entirely as
effective measures of birth control.
The physical and psychological
advantages and disadvantages were
discussed at length for each meth
od.
The "Pill" according to Dr.
Powell, is a "self-limiting" medica
tion since after a time lapse of three
years or less, physical side effects
(easy fatigue, nausea, weight gain)
tend to outweigh the pill's bene
fits. The "mechanical" methods
of birth control (the condom, the
diaphragm) remain less popular be
cause of the manipulation involved
which blunts the spontaneity of
the sex act.
Questions ranged from the ne
bulous ("Isn't there a chance that
promiscuous people will get hold
of the pill?") to the biological
("Will the pill break down genetic
matter?") to the moral ("Do you
ever advocate permanent steriliza
tion?").

ses "informal relationships as well
as assistance through group activi
ty." Supervision entails the in
terpretation of institutional and
house procedures and policies, the
support of the student organization
by the R. A., and finally general
authority over student uses of the'
housing unit. The program plan
ning element at Assumption has
taken the form of floor-sponsored
activities such as faculty-student
dinners and cocktail parties. The
first event of this type was held
last October 9th, when Philosophy
Professor Neil Rrophy and his wife
were entertained by the residents
of the first floor of Desautels Hall.
New Assistant Dean of Students
Richard Moore recently said that
along with the name change from
"proctor" to "resident advisor"
comes a change in the nature of the
dormitory program. This system
has traditionally provided student
dormitory monitors for each indi
vidual floor. These students were
chosen from the more respectable
academic echelons of their classes,
paid by the month, and expected
to act like modified policemen.
Arthur W. Chickering, in his
essay entitled "College Residences
and Student Development," nicely
sums up what is expected of the
new Assumption R. A. program:

TkuU OK
&ustm EuAOft
The first speaker in the 196768 Foreign Affairs lecture series at
Assumption College was Dr. Nath
aniel Davis, Deputy Directorofthe
National Security Council, who de
livered a talk on "Eastern Europe."
Dr. Davis spoke with practical au
thority on the subject, since he is a
former member of the State Depart
ment and since he has served in the
embassies at Prague, Czechoslo
vakia (1947-1949), and Moscow
(1954-1956).
A native of Boston, Dr. Davis
is a graduate of Brown University
(1944), receiving both his Master
of Arts and Doctor of Philosophy
degrees from Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy. He has stud
ied Russian and history at Colum
bia, Cornell, and Middlebury, and
currently lectures in Russian his
tory at Howard University along
with his position on the National
Security Council.
Other speakers already scheduled
for the Foreign Affairs cultural ser
ies include: Dr. G.M. Sauvage of
the University of Paris, a Danforth
lecturer, speaking on "Europe and
the Common Market" (January8th)
and Dr. Edgar von Schmidt —
Pauli, German Consul General, fea
tured in a lecture entitled "The
Future of Germany" (March 14th).
Basically, Mr. Davis, in the
U. S. government, is following
a differentiated policy a b r o a d in
that we appear to be soft on the
Soviet Union in Eastern Europe
and firm in Southeast Asia. In
Europe we are, in the words of
President Johnson, " Bridge-Build
ing," (encouraging trade and diplo
matic relations), while in Southeast
Asia we are following the princi
ple set forth by George Kennan's
"Containment Policy."
Wrapping up the lecture, Mr.
Davis announced the signing of a
treaty banning the use of arms in
outer space to be held on Octo
ber 10th.

"Housing arrangements do have an
impact on student development,
. . . provide a significant setting
for . . . interpersonal relationships
. . . (and) the development of a
personal value system." The Res
ident Advisor himself is conceived
of as a member of the staff of the
Dean of Students, and in this capa
city he is to be an educator who
"favors the development and inte
gration of the intellectual, spiritual,
moral, and social potential of the
students" and a disciplinarian who
is "tactful and objective."

R. A. Denis Gallagher

THIS
SPACE
RESERVED
FOR
THE
NEXT
10

ISSUES
OF THE
PHOENIX
Thou Art Committee
The Committee for the Arts is
planning a year with as much
variety, life, and excitement as pos
sible. Keeping these aims in mind,
the Committee hopes to open its
first exhibit at the end of October
to display the paintings of Miss
Aurelia Brown. Miss Brown, ori
ginally from Pennsylvania but now
living in New York, has a unique
and vivacious approach to paint
ing. Her charming works seem to
grow from the rare ability of de
lightfully combining the best qual
ities of several schools and an
acute awareness of life and beauty,
man and nature.
The Committee intends to con
tinue a year so well begun with a
photography exhibit before Christ
mas, followed by at least one sculpt
ture exhibit and a large presenta
tion of French Impressionism early
in the second semester.

-
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FORUM

(Ideally the "Forum" of thePro'ocateur would be made up of
etters from readers — critical of
he paper or otherwise — and a
ection reserved for faculty-student
" . . . Distinctively, then, the
>r faculty-faculty debate on a parCatholic university must be an
icular and stimulating subject,
institution, a community of learn
lowever, to initiate the "Forum"
ers or a community of scholars,
o the idea of debate, I have exin which Catholicism is perceptibly
erpted an essay entitled, "Statepresent and effectively operative.
nent on the Nature of the Con" . . . Since the pursuit of the
emporary Catholic University,"
theological sciences is ... a high
vritten by a group of Catholic
priority for a Catholic university,
iducators under the auspicesofthe
academic excellence in these dis
Sorth American region of the Inciplines becomes a double obliga
ernational Federation of Catholic
tion in a Catholic university.
Jniversifies. My hope is that the
"The theological faculty must
lature of this article will inspire
engage directly in exploring the
lebate on this or some peripheral
depths of Christian tradition and
ssue. To complete the balance
the total religious heritage of the
>f the "Forum" a letter to the
world, in order to come to the
tudent body from SGA president
best possible intellectual under
Dhuck Murphy appears below also.
standing of religion and relevation,
(The articleinquestion discusses,
of man in all his varied relation
is stated in its preamble, the "baships to God.
ic questions concerning the role
if the Catholic University on the
"To carry out this primary task
vorld today.")
properly there must be a constant
Editor
discussion within the university
'The Catholic University today
community in which theology con
nust be a university in the full
fronts all the rest of modern cul
tiodern sense of the word, with a
ture and all the areas of intel
trong commitment to and concern lectual study which it includes.
3r academic excellence. To per
In a Catholic university all
oral its teaching and research func- recognized university areas of study
ions effectively the Catholic uni- are frankly and fully accepted and
ersity must have a true autonomy
their internal autonomy affirmed
nd academic freedom in the face
and guaranteed. There must be no
f authority of whatever kind, lay
theological or philosophical imper
ir clerical, external to the academic
ialism; all scientific and disciplin
ommunity itself. To say this sim- ary methods, and methodologies,
>ly to assert that institutional
must be given due honor and
lUtonomy and academic freedom
respect. ... In a Catholic uni
re essential conditions of life and
versity there will be a special in
;rowth and indeed of survival for
terest in interdisciplinary problems
Catholic universities as for all uniand relationships.
ersities.
"Every university, Catholic or
EDITORIAL

THE SHUT US OFF
m 1UNNIMG
Htigh J. Schonfield, the biblical scholar reviewed and
interviewed in this issue, once said that if he were to
choose a motto to live his life by, it would be; "Hats off
to the past. Coats off to the future.
Indelibly irritated
as we are with the idea of a student news journal at
Assumption, Schonfield's terse epigram appealed to us.
The Provocateur is a young publication and one that
hasn t, until this moment, been sure of its own image,
aware of its own strengths, or convinced of its own worth.
It is a publication that owes much hats off stuff to the
past and one that is definitely sleeves-up for the future.
The history of news publications at Assumption is a
quietly unsure one, marked as it is with attempt, frustra
tion, failure, and just plain lack. The Blue and White of
the early forties is a dim memory, even to the impersonal
pigeon-holes of the campus library. The Greyhound of the
late forties and early fifties was an administration puppy,
eventually affected by the mange of student disinterest.
The more recent Courier was laid to rest in March of
1963, and its last editorial deplored the lack of interest
on the part of students who wanted only to "eat, sleep,
and matriculate."
To this past we gladly take our hats off, in hopes
that we have learned our lesson. A publication without
spirited interest should not be public at all since it takes
away from the college's academic and social worth.
The Provocateur represents this year a coats-off, sleevesup attitude at Assumption, one that is hopeful and one
that is happily reflected in the enormous social, academic,
and disciplinary strides that have been taken here in the
past two years. We reflect the change and new awareness
and intensity that is bursting prideful buttons everywhere
on campus. And we will continue to do so and continue
and continue and die only with Assumption and good
sense.
C. IRELAND

not, serves as the critical reflective
intelligence of its society, in keep
ing with this general function, the
Catholic university has the added
obligation of performing this same
service for the Church. Hence,
the university should carry on a
continual examination of all as
pects and all activities of the
Church and should objectively evaluate them.
"In common with other univer
sities, and in accordance with given
circumstances, the Catholic uni
versity is prepared to serve society
and all parts, e.g., the Federal
Government, and inner-city, et cet
era.
However, it will have an
added special obligation to carry
on similar activities, appropriate
to a university, in order to serve
the Church and its component
parts.

"With regard to the undergrad
uate — the university should en
deavor to present a collegiate edu
cation that is truly geared to mod
ern society. . . . This means that
the intellectual campus of a Cath
olic university has no boundaries
and no barriers. . . . The whole
world of knowledge and ideas must
be open to the student; there must
be no outlawed books or subjects.
" . . . There should be a concern
for the full human and spiritual
development of the student . . .
"Within the university commu
nity the student should be able not
simply to study theology and Chris
tianity, but should find himself
in a social situation in which he
can express his Christianity in a
variety of ways and live it experientially and experimentally. The
students and faculty can explore
together new forms of Christian
living, of Christian witness, and
of Christian service.
"The student will be able to
participate in and contribute to a
variety of liturgical functions, at
best, creatively contemporary and
experimental.
"
. . The students will find
and indeed create extraordinary
opportunities for a full,meaningfid
liturgical and sacramental life.
" . . . T h e social organization
should be such as to emphasize
the university's concern for persons
as individuals and for appropriate
participation by all members of
the community of learners in uni
versity decisions. University de
cisions and administrative actions
should be appropriately guided for
Christian ideas and ideals and
should eminently display the re
spect and concern for persons.
"The evolving nature of the Cath
olic university will necessitate ba
sic reorganizations of structure in
order not only to achieve a greater
internal cooperation and participa
tion, but also to share the respon
sibility of direction more broadly
and to enlist wider support.
"In fine, the Catholic university
of the future will be a true modem
university but specifically Cath
olic in profound and creative ways
for the service of society and the
people of God."
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lems; security and room in the
dormitories. Using the resources
of a diversified student body, they
have come up with solutions to
alleviate both problems. Only by
working together could the Admin
istration resolve these questions
and the student body improve their
living conditions.

Few man-made institutions have
proven to be an over-night success
in their endeavors. The fifteenyear history of the Student Govern
ment Association has shown that
only the maturity of age can
The days of the fictitious battle
bring to fruition the labors of the
masses. In 1952, S.G.A. was foun b e t w e e n t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d
ded by the college administration the students are over. Now both
to foster student interest in co-cur- sides have come to realize the place
ricular and extra-curricular activi of the other. Let us hope that the
ties. Few of the original founders future plans of both sectors of the
college government will be aimed
could have ever foreseen the role
at
improving Assumption College:
students were to play in the func
the
name, the place, the commun
tioning of the College.
If time is the only element need ity. Only in this way can Assump
ed for success, S.G.A. was unusu tion College, the institution, hope
to survive in the competitive col
ally slow in progress. As the early
lege race that lies ahead.
days of the S.G.A. (staffed by such
Charles J. Murphy,
individuals as Mr. Philippe PoisStudent Government President
son) gave way to the later seasons,
Student Government continued to
play a limited role in the conduct
THRILL PHIL.
of its own activities.
Mr. Joe
In continuing with the idea of
O'Brien served as President in
1956-57 and had on his staff Mr. Assumption as a Catholic microLarry Riordan as sophomore dele university and a center of quality
gate. At this point, some five years academic pursuit, professors Forafter its beginning, S.G.A. concern tin, Meier, and Remick of the Phil
ed itself with topics such as this: osophy department have instituted
a three-man seminar course entit
led "Contemporary Philosophy:
Bill #140
Nineteenth Century to the Pres
Motion that the S.G.A. pur ent." The course procedure was
chase three copies of the Wor experimentally attempted at Co
cester Telegram daily to be put lumbia, and results, according to
in the recreation room.
Professor Remick, were "favor
able."
There were still several elements
According to the course synop
missing, and these were retarding sis, its aim is to "analyze the
the progress of Student Govern trends in Post-Modern philosophy
ment. In 1962, Assumption became as illustrated by leading contin
involved with the Worcester Inter ental, British, and American think
collegiate Council and perhaps got ers," all "post-moderns." Feeling
its first taste of student participa a need for courses in both Ameri
tion on a large scale. 1964 brought can philosophy and its European
the first contigent of the present counterpart, the three professors
student body,and a new era dawn incorporated this need into one
ed.
super course." Mr. Meier's spe
The progress ofthelastfouryears cialty is American philosophy,
is best recorded in the actual chan while Fr. Fortin and Dr. Remick
ges in student life that have come specialize in existentialism and
about. The Class of 1968 dearly Christian existentialism repectiveremembers the days of 11 o'clock ¥
lights-out. Credit is often given to
Philosophy 156, as it is called,
this group for the amazing change meets once a week, and each of
that they have witnessed and cer two groups of fifteen students par
tainly their contributions have led ticipate in a two-hour round table
the field. Progress necessitates a discussion. Reading assignments
co-operative venture, however, and are "heavy," and the three-credit
both sides of the college have ex course is designed especially for
perienced this maturity.
seniors and philosophy majors.
The key to the new Student
Contemporary philosophy, as it
Government Constitution was co is taught here, states Professor
operation. This theory has pre Remick, represents "a new dimen
sented itself in practice during the sion in higher education, where
early weeks of the new year. Stu better professors and students learn
dent Government attacked two of in and from the presence of one
the Administrations
key prob another."
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EUROPE:
TWO VIEWS
Two Assumption students who
Ipent last year studying in Europe
are interviewed here. Both are
presently seniors.
| Roland Cote, a French major
rom Manchester, N. H., spent from
une of 1966 to July of 1967 at
Dijon University, 200 miles south
east of Paris, France. Sinceclasses
didn't begin until November, Cote
spent some time touring Europe —
Dennany, Belgium, Italy, the Ri
viera — before settling down. His
parents visited him at Easter time
indthe family spent the two weeks
traveling a total of 3000 tour miles.
Aside from this brief escapade,
Dote remarks, "I can't say I've
seen twenty different countries and
I don't regret it. I know well
the places I've been." His first
ook at foreign soil was Paris.
'There's Paris and then there's
France. I don't know how many
French people have never been
there. They hear about it, read
about it, but . . . When I was
irst in the first city (Paris) it was
like a new world entirely. I was
luzzled and apprehensive. The
Itraditional architecture struck me
and though there aren't many sky
scrapers, if France had a New York
of its own, it would be Paris."
Long week-ends were spent travel
ing alone or on trips arranged at
"fantastic" prices — Geneva, Lozun, Paris.
While at the university, the sen
ior French major associated with
the all-French courses and only
took two of eight courses with the

American program. The bulk of
his studies was in French litera
ture, modern French philosophy
and French art, all handled in the
lecture approach. It was "easy
to get in touch with the "profs."
even though the school was on
a university scale with over 8,000
students enrolled. As Cote said,
"I wasn't really hard pressed for
studies, but the professors were
excellent and alive and wanted to
make you work beyond course re
quirements." While there he at
tained credits towards a French
"license," something comparable
to our Masters degree.
"Education was cheap over there
— state run with plenty of schol
arships — and the opportunities
were open to quite a few more
people than say the English system
would allow. Students are highly
respected in general."
"The women had bad legs (you
found nice ones only in Paris),
but aside from that they were more
studious and more serious and
more intellectually oriented. Good
solid conversation made for the
fun. It's the European habit of
self-entertainment, t h o u g h my
presence as an American who spoke
French was often enough to set
the talk going."
"There is a lot of anti-American
resentment around because the Americans seem to bandy their mon-

AGE OF
JACKSON
BEGINS
More than 2,800 persons, includ
ing delegates from 190 colleges and
universities, 35 learned and profes
sional societies and foundations,
city officials, alumni, parents, and
friends attended Inauguration Day
events at Clark University on Sat
urday, October 7th.

RILE

The Greater Worcester Area Gol
den Rule and Red Cross Fund is
asking that each Assumption stu
dent do his fair share in helping
the disadvantaged people in the
Worcester area. This organization
is represented on campus by
Bill Shustowski and is known as
the "Community Chest." FortyDr. Fredrick H. Jackson, elected seven agencies (e.g. the U.S.O.,
last February by Clark's board of the Red Cross, Boys' Club, and Boy
Trustees, was installed as fourth S c o u t s ) b e n e f i t b y t h i s f u n d .
president of the University at the
Convocation held on the campus
greensward.
The project of the collection of
Prior to assuming his duties at finances and of other services (e.g.
Clark, Dr. Jackson served as vice volunteer teaching) will extend from
president for the humanities and businesses, private homes, and the
social sciences at New York Uni ten college campuses in Worcester.
versity. He began his duties at This collegiate aspect, which in
Clark on July 1, succeeding Dr. volves Assumption College, is a
Howard B. Jefferson, who retired united effort of all ten colleges.
after 21 years as the University's "We, as a college and as individ
president. More than 300 candi uals, are asked to do our fair share
dates over the period of a year in bettering the conditions of those
were screened for the position. less fortunate than ourselves," as
Dr. Bamaby C. Kenney, chair Shustowski said.
man of the National Foundation
on the Arts and Humanities, and
Accordingly, Bill Shustowski '68
former president of Brown Univer and Tom DePeter '69 undertook
sity, gave the convocation address. individual class projects, such as
Dr. Kenney received an honorary whist card parties during a week
doctor of letters degree at Clark in in October, and the proceeds from
June 1964.
these activities will go to the Wor
Other Inauguration Day activi cester Golden Rule Fund. Besides
ties included a luncheon for spe the volunteering of Assumption stu
cial guests and delegates in the Lit dents' services for the underpriv
tle Commons and a late afternoon ileged, the financial goal issix hun
reception for the new president. dred dollars.

Roland Cote
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size ranged from two students to
1500. Costs for a semester in
cluded a tuition of 185-200
deutsche mark (between $46 and
$50). Accomodations ranged from
a private home in the first semes
ter to a dorm room in the second.
Travel and school arrangements
were made through UMass, al
though Konetzny says, "I was on
my own, really."
Paul's first glimpse of a Euro
pean city was Zurich, Switzerland.
"The Alps were fantastic. Beauti
ful. You know how you think of
Heidi and all that. And then
when I was the Black Forest later,
it was shades of Hansel and Gretel.
I liked Heidi better."
"Freiburg was beautiful. Typi
cally old German, although a lot

ey and influence about. There is
hate for the Germans also, but on
a different plane."
Cote found the people in the
provinces (as Dijon) closed and
proud and self-centered, though
farther out in the countryside the
people were warm and open,
though rather primitive types.
"This summer I was happy to
get back to the states — for a
month or so. Europe is a sickness
and grows on you. Besides I've
got a lot of friends and connec
tions over there now. A French
God-child even."
"And boy has this place (As
sumption) changed. From every
Paul Konetzny
point of view — disciplinary and
academic."
Roland Cote's hopes for the fu of the University itself displayed
ture include study in an American modern architectural design.
"The food wasn't so good, but
graduate school that would be will
the pastries and beer were great.
ing to send him back.
Oh, the beer is good." About
the women: "I liked them. The
girls are completely different from
American girls and it's just the
Paul Konetzny, a modern lan older people who are so unfeminine.
guage major from Boston, Mass., The students in general are older
spent the last school year at the than we are. They usually speak
University of Freiburg in Germany, several languages and are very
which with 13,000 students is one politically aware — much more so
of the smallest state-affiliated Ger than here. They dislike Americans
in general and even claimed that
man universities.
the Taws are made in Washington
"When I first got there in No and just translated in Bonn.' The
vember, I ran into a terrible lan students over there are great con
guage barrier. I couldn't say any versationalists, too.
They talk
thing or take notes or anything. about everything under the sun.
It was really brutal. The Germans Their studies, politics, anything
are very blunt. You'll be having at all."
trouble with your German, you
Paul has immediate hopes,
see, and you'll get no help or en though no immediate plans for
couragement from them. My land getting back to Germany. "Grad
lady told me once to get the po uate work possibly."
As with
tatoes out of my mouth when I Cote, Konetzny would like to go
speak. But when they tell you you back as soon as possible. He's
speak good German, they mean it. touched with a genuine love of the
You know it's true." Paul's cours places and people, "If you look in
es of study included German lit your notes on this interview and
erature, Dutch, philosophy, and find anything against the Germans,
"Christian social teaching." Class you cross it out."

PROVOCATEUR:
Newspaper—
Journal
The Provocateur will appear a
total of twelve times in the 196768 academic year or, allowing for
vacations and holidays, approxi
mately twice a month.
The general policy of this pub
lication differs from any other col
lege publication I am familiar with.
The time element does not allow
the Provocateur to be the immedi
ate news medium that a weekly
paper could possibly be, but a
reasonable number of "pre" and
"post" news stories appears in
every issue. Almost fortunately, the
strict news element is not the one
emphasized in this paper. News
analysis of student and public events constitutes the primary em
phasis. This idea is supplemented
by a regular series of solid features,
a wide-open Forum section to tap
the wealth of faculty, administra
tion, and student opinion, a sprawl
ing, inclusive Arts section, the
normal editorial section, and a
page for Sports.
In essence, the Provocateur is
more than a newspaper, though
a bit less than a magazine. We
like to express this concept by call
ing out publication a "student
newspaper-journal.''
Again, almost fortunately, the
Provocateur is financially indepen
dent. This allows the paper to
"maintain its integrity of purpose
as a vehicle for free inquiry and
free expression in the academic
community," a point emphasized
in the recent "Joint Statement
on Rights and Freedoms of Stu
dents," issued by a collection of
academic societies. The Provoca
teur receives half of the total es
timated budget from the Student
Government. The rest, we hope,
will come from revenue from ad
vertising and subscriptions.
That's where you, the reader,
come in. Look around you. You
see a publication. The first issue
was given to you free of charge,
but the present budget only al
lows for free issues for faculty and
students at Assumption through
out the academic year. If you
are an alumnus, benefactor, a stu
dent's parent, or just a friend of
Assumption, please subscribe. A
blank has been provided for you
below.
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an idea is flirted with
Florida Scott-Maxwell, in her
book, Women and Sometimes Men,
observes, "Society may lack charity
and even honesty in its concept of
woman. The very word is equivo
cal, and leaves us uncertain who
is meant; someone very good or
very bad, or hardly there at all?'

tion, and it has continued to follow
the patterns of the past. The pat
tern of American higher education
25 years ago still favored (sexually)
segregated institutions," stated Fr.
Fortin.

will increase, naturally. The col
lege will possibly handle 2500 un
dergraduate day students within
the next fifteen years.
"When all is said and done,
coeducation is at least an attrac
tive scheme. Girls would present
no great distraction for boys, and
they would promote an air of
healthy competition in the class
room, since they are generally bet
ter students," Fr. Fortin said. He
admitted, however, that the point
af real debate is the philosophy
of coeducation.

"Coeducation hasn't much to do
with academic quality, though it
Hardly there at all, if you con can be used to raise - or, if you're
sider the early Assumption College, not careful, lower - scholastic
Founded in 1904, Assumption re standards. In the minds of some,
mained a virtually all-male insti coeducation would mean the aca
tution until the Great Barrier crash demic destruction of the school.
ed in 1952, when women were ad It may be a myth, but it's still
mitted in the new graduate divi a factor. We don't see the advent
sion. And when the undergrad of coeducation as something that
Aye, there's the rub.
Quite
uate night school division, the St. will effect a major change in aca simply, there are two sides to the
Augustine Institute, was founded, demic policy, however," said Fr. question of the advisability of un
women were immediately admit Fortin.
dergraduate coeducation: the one
ted, a policy followed in the third
that agrees and the one that dis
of Assumption's four major divi
agrees.
The Assumption Board of Trus
sions also, the summer session. tees, lately made up of a majority
The undergraduate day school, of laymen, are now considering
The Report of the Planning
however, has remained a sexually the question of coeducation at As Committee," issued last May at
homogeneous island.
sumption. Fr. Fortin continued, Assumption, stated the "pro" side
"September, 1969 is the earliest most concisely: "Such a change
A recent interview with Fr. Er possible date for coeducation in the (to coeducation) would carry with
nest Fortin, a.a., vice-president undergraduate day school here. You it a number of distinct advantages.
and co-ordinator of academic af have to have something ready for First, it would increase our selec
fairs at Assumption, added a new them. It is always hard to recruit tivity in admissions. The lower
perspective to the picture. "There women in the first year as a coed levels of our entering classes would
has been a gradual buildup over school, since you're not known be replaced with well-qualified wo
the years toward coeducation. In as one. It has to be passed by men. This, of course, would allow
1956 there would have been no word of mouth. The first women us to increase our enrollment more
talk of it in 'elation to the under here will probably be 25 or so rapidly without any adverse effect
graduate day school. It is only from the Worcester area and 25 on quality. Second, the competiin the past five or six years that resident students. The numbers
there has been a greater willing
ness to talk about it." Many
factors were involved in this new
trend.
The Admissions people
have been receiving a great num
ber of requests about coeducation
at Assumption since there aren't
that many small Catholic coeduca
tional colleges in the Northeast.
There has also been a greater desire
on the part of high school grad
uates to go to coed schools. The
pressure in this direction comes
more from girls than their male
counterparts, since they prefer to
be close to major cities. (And
Assumption is well-located in that
respect, if compared to other small
Catholic coeducational colleges
such as St. Francis of Lorretto in
the Pennsylvania woods or Wheel
ing College in scenic West Vir
ginia.)
Another pressure factor
was last year's "Report of the
Planning
Committee," which
strongly urged coeducation in the
day school. To continue, the fact
that a "master plan" is being pre
pared for Assumption's future (by
"sightplanning" Hixon and Asso
ciates) contributes to the pressure,
since so basic an issue as coeduca
tion must be decided on if planning
equations are to contain the right
quotients.
"The undergraduate day school
has always been a men's institu-

Ifledm
ON OUR STAFF
As the Provocateur continues to
expand, so too does this section of
the paper, which is devoted pri
marily to the arts. Furthermore,
there will be an important change
in format this year, as can be seen
from our new title. No longer will
this section be devoted exclusively
to arts, strictly speaking, Thekeynote is not arts but opinion. ANY
ONE who has ANYTHING to say
on ANYTHING at all is encouraged
to do so. So if you would like to
write for the Provocateur, and you
think you have a good idea for a
regular column, do let me know
about it. (One exception: don't
entertain the idea of movie reviews.
If I had said "yes" last year to
all the people who offered to write
movie reviews, our editor would
have had on his hands not a news
paper but a "cahier du cinema.")
We need and want writers.
So far our only regular columnist
outside the arts is Ed Bertorelli,
who on a bi-monthly basis will
offer his intriguing commentaries
on the current scene. In addition,
veterans Marty Walsh (theater),

wopm Jloum
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Mike Moran (records), and John
Olinger (music) are back to enter
tain, enlighten and/or irk you (all
on a monthly basis), along with two
newcomers, Tom Maryeski and
Mike Joplin, who will (I hope)
bring to light their erudition in the
fields of cinema and art, respect
ively. Then there is Corydon Ire
land (incidentally, the chief brew
er of this entire provocative con
coction), who will write an occa
sional book review, and finally,
yours truly, who in recompense for
the drudgery of editing, is granted
the privilege of saying whatever
he pleases on whatever subject he
chooses. He will ruthlessly invade
the territory of his colleagues and
from time to time will speak out on
subjects which cannot be pigeon
holed into any one category. So
keep tuned, won't you?
Odds and Ends:
Here is as
good a place as any to make
public my (and many, many other
people's) regrets that Brother Xavier is no longer working in the
bookstore. Those of us who once
took him for granted are now kick
ing themselves for it. Remember
the time when you could go to the
bookstore at almost anytimeofday
or night and even on weekends?
Add to that the brother's amiabil
ity and indefatigability, and what
have you? - 500 dissatisfied teach
ers and students.
Open letter to whoever thought
up the ingenious idea of meal but
tons: If you consider the cost of
the buttons plus the wages paid
to those who check the buttons
and flien consider the inconven
ience to those residents who have
already paid for their dinner plus
the number of insane day-hops
who prefer assembly-line stuff to
good home cooking, then methinks
you have made quite a big booboo.
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tion in the classroom would be door-24-hours-a-day type presen
raised, thus improving the level of In other words, rather than p
achievement generally. Third, it gress from one extreme - to
would provide a more natural col sexual segregation in undergr
lege community, adding to campus uate school, as was generally I
activities as well as social life . . . case not long ago - to the ot
The advantages of coeducation far extreme - total sexual integral
outweigh the difficulties." Student on the college scene, as seems
and faculty opinion on the subject be the general trend, why not f
was tapped in a Provocateur poll low the Radcliffe-Harvard i
last year, and the response of the proach and create schools that i
"pro" element was overwhelming, distinct residentially, while in
probably testifying to the tradi grated intellectually to the ext(
tionally aphrodisiac apex of the that proximity would natura
college male. Facuity opinion was make for this? The natural, soc
more calm, and at the same time element should dominate the b<
more
divergent, though still girl thing, and intellectual stimul
weighted heavily on the "pro" should flow out of this increasi
side. Further proof of the general uninterrupted, and free associatiS
pro-coeducation" spirit prevalent on the social level.
on campus was evident in last
The "black hat" argument do
October lOth's Forum sponsored not favor total integration ai
by the Committee for Student Af
(Contd. on Page 9, Col. 4)
fairs. It was entitled "Assump
tion and Coed. Opinion of audi
ence and panel alike generally fa
vored the establishment of coedu
cation in the undergraduate day
division.
Clark University has announct
Those who disagree with coedu its Fine Arts Programs. Dram
cation on the undergraduate level ballet, a jazz concert, and a gt'
are first dismissed as narrow tradi tar performance are planned ftionalists or "myth-makers," as Fr. the forty-sixth season of the Clai
Fortin has suggested. Yet a closer Fine Arts Series.
'
look at their arguments, something
The 1967-68 season opened Sur
more than a superficial glance, re day, October 15, with Emlyn VV?
veals some interesting points in liams' presentation of "Dylf
their favor. But they are, at least Thomas Growing Up." Now a P
at Assumption, considered the gend in the theatre, this produ1
"ones with the black hats on." tion enjoyed a successful Broadw?
No one can deny the viability run and a tourthroughthecountr*
of coeducation in any form, any The production is now on its so"
where, at any stage of the educa ond North American Tour.
1
tional game, since the presence of
In the second program of tH
women in some forms, at some series on Friday, November 1(
places, at some stages of the edu dancers of the Boston Ballet Con,,
cational game should be considered pany will be featured in a demott
perfectly natural. However, be stration program to introduce ba-,
yond high school and not includ let, its culture and technique. Thj
ing graduate schools, which are program, as all the others in thf
usually possible only co-sexually, series, will be held in Atwood Hau
the black hat set feels that women at 8:15 P.M. Tickets may be olj
should constitute more a social tained by writing to Clark Ui%,
and casually intellectual presence versity Fine Arts Series, 950 Mai}
and less a classroom, right-nextSt., Worcester, Mass. 01610.

dark fine
arts series
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Louis O'Connor (Center) and fellow ACV'ers.

dot
an

m-

aok

work, art and exhibits, collegecommunity liaison, and hospitali
ty. The range of non-committee
activity extends from vital publicrelations to simply the "woman's
viewpoint" on social activities.

nea
ima In a 1959 article about the AsThe original group of volunteers
gui sumption College Volunteers Mrs.
was 62 women, a figure that has
ffl Louis O'Connor, Director of that
steadily increased to the present,
;la t group, began: "Things being what
with Mrs. O'Connor now handle
they are, the average woman will
over 200 dedicated women, not
always be a creature of dissatis
counting a "small waiting list."
fy,] faction, but may I hasten to add With the exception of one Rhode
^la - intelligent dissatisfaction . . . Island typist, all the members of
i le She enters this world equipped the A.C.V. group live within a 25luc with much curious and restless mile radius of the campus. Recruit
waj interest in people and affairs. Add ment is still word of mouth. Some
try to this her natural urge to be of
women come in to work one or
sec service to her fellowmen, and viola, three or five regular days per week,
there stands that dedicated person- while the rest are "on call." This
— the woman volunteer."
th<
flexible schedule allows for the
10 Lois O'Connor feels that she is

than the "average woman"
but this in no way makes her less
,d'"the "dedicated personage."
^Though the idea of a fulltime staff
heof volunteers was originally cona'' eeived by Father Vincent Dolbec
'k" in 1958, giving it form and reality
ni"and "animating genius" was a
linchallenge met by Mrs. O'Con
nor. To meet the growing cleri
cal and administrative needs at
post-tornado Assumption, to pro
mote area public relations, and to
tap the wealth of available energy
evident among community women,
Mrs. O'Connor organized a "tea"
in order to attract those interested
in becoming volunteers, a tradition
which is repeated annually. Vol
unteer services expanded in scope
from menial envelope stuffing and
typing to a breath of volunteer
help that includes committees for
administrative assistance, library

Page Seven

fluctuating ebb and tide of need.
For those volunteers who do come
in there is always work.
As evidenced by the waiting list,
the group is very respected and
popular among area women. It
is respected to the extent that Mrs.
O'Connor is often called in as a
consultant for similar volunteer
projects. The Assumption Volun
teers are recognized as an excellent
gathering and a unique society
by the school administration and
both locally and nationally. In
1960 the group was named a semifinalist in the Lane Rryant Annual
Awards competition in recognition
of the outstanding community ser
vice. This is a national honor.
As well as acting in advisory
capacities in the area at the
Worcester Art Museum, the Organi
zation for the Rlind, the Worcester
Public School System and others,
Mrs. O'Connor, as head of the
A.C.V., has been highlighted at a
number of conferences at Harvard
and UMass, which discussed such
topics as "Woman in a Changed
Society" and "The Volunteer in
Today s Culture." Campus-level
appreciation of the volunteers was
expressed by Academic Dean Fa
ther George Rissonnette, a.a., when
he said, "... they are so ef
ficient that I expect any day to have
one or more of them offer to do
my lecturing."
Recently interviewed by this
writer, Mrs. O'Connor pointed to
the uniqueness of the Assumption
Volunteers. "We might still be
the only organized group of college
volunteers who perform actual

a book review

don't passover plot
Student
humor traditionally
takes a number of strange forms
and traditionally some of the fun
nier wags have been of a comicreligious nature. One very current
joke goes thus: Picture Jesus at the
Last Supper. The Apostles are
seated around him at a table and
the din rises as the wine begins to
work on inhibitions. Jesus, the
natural leader, rises at his place
and as he does so the noise falls.
All eyes are on him. Holding up
a piece of bread, he solemnly says,
"This is my body." He sits down
and the noise continues. A little
while later he again stands up and
this time, gripping his cup, says
"This is my blood."
At this
point St. Peter jumps up and says,
"Ah siddown, yer shitfaced."
Laughter. These jokes of the "how
it all began" genre are meant to
shock. A similar shock, though

on a different plane, was registered
in 1966 when Hugh Schonfield, a
reputable biblical scholar and
translator, published his book The
Passover Plot. Critical reverbera
tions were sounded in Catholic
and Christian educational and
scholarly circles, though Schonfield
himself admitted that the most
caustic remarks against the con
troversial work came from "people
who had not read the book."

The title The Passover Plot itself suggests that Jesus was the
engineer of the events that sur
rounded his own Crucifixion and
Resurrection. And this, basically,
is what Schonfield attempts to
prove. More significant, however,
than this attempt, which is often
clouded with conjecture and edu
cated guessing, is Schonfield's at-
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THE BOLD ONES
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HeuU tkt) 'Blmd
"Sergeant Pepper's Lonely
Hearts Club Rand" is the rather
strange title of the Reatles' latest
album. It's almost as though the
Beatles were seeking a new identity
in the title. They're certainly not
the same group that "yeah-yeahyeah'd" its way into millions of
teeny-boppers' hearts a few years
ago, and "Sgt. Pepper's" is a strik
ing example of just how greatly
they've changed since then.
The title song is first on the al
bum, and gets things off to a
not very promising start. What
seems intended as a light-hearted
welcome sounds instead like a lot
of meaningless noise. I was more
intimidated than enticed by the
song. The second piece, "A Little
Help from My Friends," is more
attractive in sound but ends up
saying even less. The lyrics made
me wonder if the whole thing wasn't
a put-on.
The third song is the best yet.
It's "Lucy in the Sky with Dia
monds," which is supposed (by
certain critics) to show the influ
ence of drugs on the Beatles. The
letters LSD are capitalized in the
title, but whether Lucy appears
on a trip or in reality seems be
side the point. What matters is
that while the tune is unattrac
tive and the lyrics, slightly pre
tentious, the effect of the song
(especially the instrumental back
ground) is powerful and haunting.
The next song is "Getting Bet
ter," but at this point the album
isn t. "Fixing a Hole" is another
letdown: the tune is pretty, and

the music sounds nice; but the ly
rics give it the effect of another
put-on.
Then comes the album's second
high point: "She'sLeavingHome."
This is the story of how a girl up
sets her parents by eloping. My ob
jection is that the melody and the
orchestration, while interesting in
themselves, don't seem quite suited
to the lyrics. And I wasn't sure,
at the end of the song, whether
the Beatles themselves felt sorry for
the parents or just mocked them.
Rounding out Side 1 of the al
bum is "Being for the Benefit of
Mr. Kite," and the length of the
title belies the importance of the
song. Side 2 then begins with the
most striking song on the record:
"Within You, Without You." This
features an assortment of exotic in
struments, led by Beatle George
Harrison on the sitar. His slither
ing vocal solo heightens the eerie
sensuality of the music. Aside from
some trite lyrics, the song is re
markably strange, haunting, and
beautiful.
The next selection, "When I'm
Sixty-four," is even better. How
well the Beatles evoke the spirit
of vaudeville! There's nothing pro
found here, just a simple, delight
ful excursion into yesteryear. And
the orchestration is superbly fitting.
The song is remarkable, too, as a
contrast with the rest of the album.
"Lovely Rita," the next piece, is
pleasant enough but nothing spe
cial. "Good Morning, Good Morn
ing," on the other hand, is just aw

DR. SCHONFIELD
ful! It s the kind of good morning
I wouldn't wish on my worst ene
my. Then we have the title song,
though, and the shortened length is
a blessing.
"A Day in the Life," the last
and longest song on the album, is
also its very best. The broad op
ening melody is one of the Beatles'
most beautiful, and the contrast
between this and the other sections
of the song is amazing. Probably
the most striking parts of the song
are the two massive upsurgesofthe
large orchestra and the long final
note, which is held for forty sec
onds. The upsurges seem to sym
bolize awakening to reality from
drug-induced trips and discovering
first the security of daily routine
but ultimately a kind of eternal
silence (the final note). This end
ing is truly overwhelming: it seems
to ask, "Where do we go from here?"
and the question is never answered.
In sum, I w o u l d call "Sgt.
Pepper's" a very mixed bag. At its
worst, it reminds us that the Beatles
can still be as bad as they ever
were, but at its best, it proves that
they have real genius and can say
important things in memorable
ways. Word has it that a new
Beatles album is in the offing this
fall, and if it takes its cue from
"A Day in the Life," it could be
their greatest yet.
M. Moran

titudethat "the only way in which
we can hope to know the real
Jesus is by first becoming conscious
of him as a man of his own time,
country, and people ..." More
significant than Schonfield's at
tempt to reconstruct the thought
patterns and plans of a Galilean
genius who was convinced, in real
ity, that he was the Hebrew Mes
siah is the message the author
presents in his picture of Jesus,
the man. Dr. Schonfield writes,
"Because Jesus is not worshipped
he is not thereby inevitably played
down or diminshed in effectiveness.
Rather should we be strengthened
and encouraged because he is bone
of our bone and flesh of our flesh
and not God incarnate."
By emphasizing Jesus as a "man
who prayed and then got to work"
and by illustrating the natural
faith and compassion of Jesus,
Schonfield touched, to this writer's
mind, the real spirit of true and
original Christianity
humani
tarian love. Moreover, the author
recognized in the present Christian
conception of Jesus a "modern
dilemma," in that the Church "so
insisted on seeing God in Jesus
Christ that it is in danger . . . of
being unable to apprehend the
existence of God without him."
When confronted with a remark
that his book was "dangerously
explosive,"
Schonfield
and
that his book was "indeed con
troversial, but the times are such.
Cont. on Page 9, Col. 1
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'ACV," Continued
work services. There's no other
organized volunteer group in other
colleges.
A few faculty wives
maybe."
Touching on the volunteer mys
tique evident in her group, Mrs.
O'Connor said, "None ofthem vol
unteer with the intent of eventually
getting a job here. Most have re
vised, in fact, offers of a job that
pays money. The volunteers are
regular and excellent people. They
are capable and dedicated to prin
ciple." Incidentally, most have
college degrees, making the group
all the more unique.
Founded even before the days
of the Catholic Church's push to
ward spiritual ecumenism, the As
sumption Volunteers started on rel
atively
unusual and unique
grounds as they are Protestant,
Catholic, and Jew together. The
understanding and respect for one
anothers religious background and
the insight of Reverend John
Wright, Bishop of Pittsburgh, led
to the inception in 1959 of an
annual institute, "The Person and
the Common Good," which, ac
cording to Louis O'Connor, "ex
amines the possibilities for a broad
er and more intelligent understand
ing of the difference which tend
to keep denominations and groups
apart ... It has translated the
academic discussions into vibrant
and exemplary action . . ."Though
the volunteers do not themselves
sponsor the Assumption-based con
ference, they do a good deal of
work at it.
Public relations, according to
Mrs. O'Connor, is "one of the
biggest goods" of the volunteer
group. As a result of the natural
activity and influence in the Wor
cester community and because of
their famous gestures ofhospitality

in the name of the College, the
volunteers represent the most vi
able public relations concept ex
istent at Assumption. Their talents
along these lines are always in
good taste and occasionally bril
liant. One time when a group of
international businessmen were
slated to round off a course at
Harvard University with a look at
Assumption's "Bluetrade Center"
the volunteers garnered the assist
ance of several locals who spoke
the native languages of all the
businessmen in order to make them
feel more comfortable and wel
come.
When asked why volunteer ser
vices were not directly available to
students, Mrs. O'Connor said,
"The volunteer work applies to the
administration and not to the stu
dents directly, since the original
need that was there still remains.
We can't handle both."
Mrs.
O'Connor doesn't in the least bit
neglect the students, however,
since they benefit from an admin
istration freed of many of the smal
ler clerical tasks and, more im
mediately, since Mrs. O'Connor
acts as advisor to the Student Art
Committee. She is a friend.
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RUMMY TIE KRII11IIV!V
At the beginning of the school
year, everyone looks forward to
what lies in store in the few months
ahead. This can be applied to any
interest, so let's take a look at
what's headed for Broadway during
the coming season. Maybe with a
little luck, some of the endeavors
mentioned here will reach the stage.
Usually during the Spring and Sum
mer preceding a new season, a de
luge of plays are in the embryonic
stage waiting to develop into full
blown hits. More often than not,
most of them are aborted before
they even reach the out of town
try-outs, leaving only a handful to
compete for top honors. As the
score card stands now, some of the
more promising properties, or at
least the most heralded ones of the
moment are as follows.
Scheduled for an October 11th
opening with a trial run of two
weeks in Boston, DAPHNE IN
COTTAGE D will present Sandy
Dennis in her first starring Broad
way role, although she is by no
means a stranger to Broadway.
In the play, the Academy Award
winner portrays a somewhat dis
turbed young woman recovering
from the death of her movie star
husband. Her path crosses that
of an equally troubled William
Daniels, and they both wend their
ways through the Stephen Levi
dialogue under the direction of
Martin Fried. While in Boston,
the play seemed to be carried along
on the merits of the actors, and
hardly on the Albeesque writing of
Stephen Levi.

A native of Massachusetts, Mrs.
Lois O'Connor received her B.S.
in biological sciences from what
was then Massachusetts State Col
lege at Amherst. She was president
for two years of the Director's
Council of the Natural History
Museum before coming to Assump
tion in 1956 as an assistant to the
Director of Adult Education. She
resides in Princeton, Mass. and has
a daughter Lynne, 19. Her son Bill
was a 1967 graduate of Assumption
Several years ago Peter Sellers
and is currently enrolled at Suf appeared in a film titled THE
folk Law School in Boston.
WORLD OF HENRY ORIENT,
brining stardom to his formerly
unknown, and once again un
4BELIEVERS" IS FIRST ATTRACTION
known, young leading ladies. The
same may be desired by the two
Mr. David Harvey and Mr. Jo al actors, scheduled to appear
young ladies, Robin Wilson and
seph Pinho, co-chairmen of the in off-Broadway New York in No
Neva Small, who portray two fans
Drama Committee, wish to an vember.
who beleager famous concert pi
nounce a NEW POLICY with re
Reviewer David Detweiler of Yale
anist Henry Orient in the play, but
gard to theater trips this year, with Daily News reported a standing
the same could also be said for the
more plays in mind than ever be ovation for thegroup, "notfrequent
gentleman who portrays Henry Or
fore. In the past, students inter in Battell Chapel," in testimony
ient.
Originally a well known
ested in dramatic productions pre to its popularity, not without psy
sented in metropolitan areas might chological implications. Thegroup
have found difficulty and frustra claims to "fuse the vocal and dra
tion with regard to possible lack matic art forms into a solid, bal
of transportation, information, etc. anced, singular art form," a simi
Theater devotees relied on the Dra lar touchstone not quite attained
ma chairman for merely essential by less enthusiastic performers.
information. Now, however, it has Thus political content, as Detweil
been brought to our attention that er remarks, will not be absent from
transportation will be provided, if such an art form, comprising Ban
necessary, for scheduled programs tu chant, gospel, jazz, cotton spir
by the Drama Committee.
itual, blues, freedom folk, and the
Certainly the focus of cultural Soul. . . .
interest this year, The Believers,
Scheduled theater productions in
the first off-Broadway piece to be the Boston area include America
produced on campus, narrates the Hurrah, Marat-Sade, Toys in the
black history of America from the Attic, You're a Good Man Charlie
introduction of Negro slavery in Brown, Joseph "Catch 22" Heller's
1619 to the post-Selma era. Pre We Bombed in New Haven, Albee's
sented by Voices, Inc., an all-Ne A Delicate Balance, and Synge's
gro octet of Columbia recording Playboy of the Western World. Stu
artists, Believers premiered at Yale, dents are advised that changes in
Sarah Lawrence, and other cultural schedule are expected, depending
centers and represented America o n t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t i c k e t s .
in Paris at the International Arts Changes also may occur with re
Congress, receiving enthusiastic re gard to the New York Weekend
ception everywhere. No less an Trip productions; The Little Foxes
honor was the group's presence at and O'Neill's More Stately Man
the White House for Lyndon John sions; but the trip definitely will
son's birthday.
take place, hopefully this Novem policy also include a regular series
Before coming to Assumption, ber, with another trip planned in of on-campus productions, follow
the group, only four years old, will the spring. A more complete sched ing this year's precedent with The
p e r f o r m a t H a r v a r d i n O c t o - ule has been posted under Cultural Bel ievers, and two off-campus
perform at Harvard in mid-Oc Events and is available from mem weekend trips, including the prev
tober. The cast includes Cath bers of the Drama Committee.
iously mentioned New York trip
olic U. students, all profession
Innovations in the Theater Trip in November. There is also the

song and dance man, Don Ameche
of late has earned his applause by
being the well known mustachioed
impresario who week after week
would bring the thrills of European
circus into our humble American
homes. A hit of Broadway might
be just the thing to regain the
old luster that was once attached
to his person. In any event, he'll
have the opportunity to see if he
still has the old p'zazzz when
HENRY SWEET HENRY opens
in New York on Oct. 17th.
One of Eugene O'Neill's last
plays in MORE STATELY MAN
SIONS. After writing it, he him
self said that the actress he would
star in it would be Ingrid Berg
man. Unfortunately, after her os
tracism that followed her illicit
affair with Roberto Rosselini, she
has been noticably absent from
American theatre.
Occasionally
she would appear briefly in a tele
vision special, but never regular
ly.
Finally, after all of these
years, she is returning to the stage,
and will open in the O'Neill play
on October 31st. Presently, she
is once again in the Hollywood
community that once spurned her.
Before opening in New York, she
will have a six week run in Los
Angeles, where the social mores
have changed so in the twenty years
that she's been away that if she
were to repeat her indiscretion to
day it would probably go hardly
noticed at all. At last, perhaps
Bergman will have the chance to
regain the position in the theatre
that was once hers.
Several others will also be try
ing their luck, with David Herrick
putting in his yearly bid, with
one of his attractions for this year
being HOW NOW DOW JONES.
The APA Repertory Theatre is pre
paring several new vehicles for this
year, and has already opened in
Los Angeles.
It will gradually
work its way East opening in New
York December 1st. Steve Law
rence and Edie Gorme will star
in a new musical called GOLDEN
RAINBOW, and Patrick McGee and
Maureen O'Sullivan will try to

SOME "BELIEVERS

KEEP IT IN THE FAMILY. i!t
thur Miller will make an attemr
with THE PRICE, and there wt
be a number of usual British iig
ports ranging from a caddish coit
edy that perfectly suits the talenc
of Gig Young called THERE'S f
GIRL IN MY SOUP to a rath "
analytical study of two quite u^,
forgettable characters from HAlj,
LET. In ROSENCRANTZ AN
GUILDENSTERN ARE DEAD tlj,
nobodies discuss their plight.
S(
All of these new plays, coupL
with the old stand-bys still riq]
ning should provide a fair selta
tion for this season's theatre-goq,
That is if they pass the first te
of surviving after opening nigl^
In the area of the film, only oir(
film that will be in the area w.jt
be mentioned. THE WAR GAM^
is a documentary that was origtp
ally produced for screening on tlq
B.B.C. Discussing and exhibitiig
the possibilities World War IQ
will present to us, it proved t<„
gruesome to be shown on T.'a
From there it went on to the the,,.
tres, winning the Academy Awaic
for the Best Documentary of 196g
Satirical interjections that dia
play rather complacent credos
bout nuclear warfare merciful^
break up the ghastly footage ^
the remains of the bombed city j,
Dresden and other German citiCl
in World War II. If they do notlp
ing else, the interjections, whkg,
are narrations accompanied by o
screen script of the text being n^
rated, provide a welcome bag)
break. Coupled with the actu|}
horror of the WW II bombingpj
the BBC adds simulated nucle.tc
explosions and other assorted gori
If you have any feelings aboi
nuclear warfare, no matter wha.
you should see this film. On O
tober 11th there will be a lectin
on the film at Clark University
Free to the public, Decision fc r
Doomsday will follow along tlje
lines set up by THE WAR GAM\r
Gordon Christianson will speak y,
bout the film which will run 0^r
tober 4th, 5th, and 6th at the Paqf
Cinema.
lP

ni
tion students, $1.50) and $2.50 f(|t
adults (for Assumption faculty, ai
ministration, personnel, and a (
clergy, $2.00). For tickets contai.^
The date for The Believers has Joseph Pinho or David Harvey; f(
been set at November 5. Student resident students, ticket inform:
ja,
prices will be $2.00 (for Assump- tion will be posted soon.

possibility of the showing of films
for the benefit of the Committee
from admission fees.

J)
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'Schonfield," Cont.

The book is not for destructive
purposes, but for constructiveones.
Iwant to take the attitude "Here is
• ^the man. Here are the real Things,'
imfnot 'Here are the things I want
w'to get rid of.'
I want people to
111 get back to Jesus in spirit, rather
:orl!than have them concentrate on the
'en concept of deity in Jesus, which
^ serves to remove J^sus from us."
lt^' The book itself is divided into
ultwo sections.
The first is "an
^imaginative
reconstruction of the
i XT
°
personality, aims, and activities of
' esus"; the second part is a rather
scholarly discussion of certain
P'aproblems in the interpretation of
1111 the gospels along with a considere'e ation of the research material used
?oein Part I.
tel
Criticism of the book has center'8^ed on the author's "imaginative
OI reconstruction" of the events that
w'lead to the Crucifixion, the part
^ which Schonfield himself, at least
'S^publically, tends to emphasize.
' t^*This is unfortunate, since Mr.
Schonfield's various critics have
"overlooked the real potential imtclport of the conception of Christ
T.\ as a man who personified, quite
simply, humanitarian love. Criti,ai cal concentration was wasted on
Schonfield's imaginative trappings
and reconstmctions, which, admit
is tedly even to the untrained eye,
ill Itappear to be structurally weak.
Unfortunately the book's true value
Y "has been buried in a mad flurry of
controversy over theological implications which were never intend
hie ed.
/ o
Throughout The Plot there are
na number of viable attempts to
ha show how the image of Christ,
l ': the good man, progressed through
ngi Helenic-Hebrew-pagan influences
'el to become the present concept of a
on
K)l
ha

o<

Dr. Schonfield expounded on his
book, the controversy that sur
rounded it, and his life and loves
in a pair of interviews — one
a year old and the other a few
weeks old — that this writer was
able to hear on tape. Commenting
on his basically historical and en
vironmental approach to the scrip
tures and Christ, the author of
Passover Plot said, "If religion
and the life of Jesus are to have
any validity, then the public must
know what the real truth is and how
far wrong many Christian tradi
tions are."
In the book itself,
Schonfield states that: "We have
been persuaded, quite wrongly and
in complete disregard of the nature
of spiritual folklore, that what is
set down in the Bible is to be
received as true in the literal and
absolute sense of being the very
word of God ..." Faith in this
context is called a "fairy dust,"
though Schonfield explicitly states
that we "need to be sensitive to
intimations of the existence of much
beyond our finite grasp."
An interesting parallel with the
idea of Christ as a humanitarian
exists within Schonfield's own

COlMMIHl

tur
ity
f°: The motivation of this column
t^lies in the dictum of Socrates: the
^ ^Unexamined life is not worth livng. As this dictum is applicable
(,con an individual level, in the case
ar> >f a single existence, so too is it
applicable in the case of corporate
humanity or society. One of the
greatest questions that faces the
individual and ultimately the na
tion responsive to individual de
mands is that of a person's place
in history, both past, contempor
ary, and anticipated. Reaching
to the ultimate universal, there
are some who maintain that his
tory is a stagnant study of cyclical
events and who by inference seem
to doubt the whole idea of pro"* gression of existence.
The persons who espouse the
afore-mentioned view of stagnancy
use the reasoning that since the
imposibility of complete knowledge
faces us, we must abandon the at
tempt to study and attempt to find
guidance in universal propositions
. like truth or ethical existence. I
|would seriously question the logic
. of their view and further call into
I Question their attempt to fathom
the singular yet profound events
kvhich are apparent in history. In
an attempt to show the profound
effect of contemporary events, I
include here the discussion of po
litical revolution that is steadily
jbecoming more and more apparent.
a] Contemporary history is respon
sible for the birth of the bloc of
' underdeveloped, deceptively homnaogeneous nations called the Third

I

deified Christ. These attempts,
too, were sloughed off critically
(quite unjustifiably) as part and
parcel with Schonfield's "imagina
tive reconstructions." Again this
is unfortunate, since Dr. Schonfield
uses his biblical scholarship to
great advantage in discussions on
Christ as a member of the Trinity,
chronicles and traditions that serve
to explain the concepts of the phy
sical resurrection and Messianism,
Hebrew mysticism, and Galilean
sect influences on Jesus.

realm of political activity. Dr.
Schonfield is the founder of the
"Commonwealth of World Citi
zens," an organization dedicated
to service (not domination), edu
cation (not propaganda) in world
politics. Through this organiza
tion Schonfield manifests his belief
that "we need an impartation of
Jesus, no matter what community
or race or religion we belong to."
The C.W.C. is something of a
"microcosm" dedicated to world
peace and now engaged in "quiet,
tactful work" behind the political
scenes.
Dr. Schonfield is actively inter
ested in expressing in a current
fashion what Jesus personified. His
interest in current affairs and cur
rent strains of thought lead him
to comment on the hippie move
ment, which has often been liken
ed by others to the early Christian
community. "Love to the hippies
has little correlation with the type
of love Jesus exemplified. Hippie
love is isolated and is not outgoing
or dedicated to the principle of
general humanitarian service. Je
sus felt a definite identification
with the community and suffering
humanity. Hippies do not identify
so closely with the community since
it reeks of the dreaded establish
ment. Both movements, however,
are alike in emotional overtones
and both advocate faith in their,
respective brethren," Dr. Schonfiend felt.
One of the world's leading bibli
cal scholars, Dr. Hugh Schonfield
is the author of several other works.
Among these are The Jew of Tar
sus, a study of St. Paul, Jesus:
A Biography, and The Authentic
New Testament, a translation.
C. Ireland

lb<

World. Generally, these new states
may be classified as evolutionary
in the sense that they have yet to
develop coherent systems of gov
ernment and as a result are con
tinually experimenting and alter
ing their aims and goals. A small
er number may be characterized
as revolutionary in their refusal to
accept existing norms of govern
ment as examples with which to
experiment. I bring out here the
People's Republic of China as a
prime example of such a revolu
tionary state.
Those who have followed the cur
rent struggle in China should not
easily accept the views held by
our news magazines concerningthe
apparently insane chaos within
China. Rather, the struggle makes
evident that China should be re
garded as only an outer sign of a
a truly revolutionary state.
Those who have followed the
current struggle in China should
not easily accept the views held by
a truly revolutionary experiment.
Revolutionary in the sense that it
has seldom before been attempted.
For one of the few times in history,
a leader is attempting to drastically
alter the very apparatus that seem
ingly sustains him in power. The
leader is Mao-tse Tung, andtheapparatus is the communist party.
Such a scheme would seem to be
only an isolated and senseless ex
travagance if it were not almost
simultaneous with the discovery
of the study of modern revolution

(Castro style) found in the book
Revolution dans la Revolution, by
Regis Debray.
Debray, a French citizen and
scion of a prominent family, is
currently being held by the au
thorities in Bolivia on a charge
of aiding the revolutionary, Che
Guivera, who is believed to be ac
tive in the Bolivian guerilla move
ment. In his study Debray ar
gues that given the Third World's
dominant pattern of social revolu
tion, revolution apparent in Bo
livia, Guatemala, and Portuguese
Africa, the customary party appar
atus should be abandoned in favor
of strict adherence to the ethic
of guerilla warfare. Debray here
anticipates Mao, for by weakening
the party apparatus in the nascent
moments of the revolutionary strug
gle, one eliminates the danger of
excessive party stratification that
has faced Mao. In addition, both
men stress the need for individual
revolutions adapted to the country
concerned rather than the tradi
tional ideological norm.
The following is an excerpt from
the chapter "Alas! The time has
not yet come." found in Revolu
tion dans la Revolution and giving
the basic differentiation between
military and political revolution:
Decisive for the future is the
establishment of military rather
than political centers of insur
rection. This distinction, essen
tial because of its effects, is more
than a simple difference. Thedif
ference between political and
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an arts
anthology
Intercollegiate Arts Affiliated
is currently compiling an anthology
of the arts being produced on col
lege campuses today. The anthol
ogy is designed to display to stu
dents and critics alike the tone
and cross section of creativity in
colleges and universities across the
country. I.A.A. is now accepting
entries in the following fields: poe
try, sketches and graphic art, photo
graphy (maximum size is 4 x 6),
andfilm criticism (maximum is500
words). All applicants will be no
tified of acceptance or rejection by
November 6th. Entries will be re
turned only if accompanied by a
self-addressed stamped envelope.
The best entry in each field will be
awarded a subscription to the cul
tural journal of the entrants choice.
DEADLINE: October 31, 1967
SEND ENTRIES TO: Intercol
legiate Arts Affiliated
Box 608
5541 South Everett
Chicago, Illinois 60637

A LIBERAL
WIND IN STORE

Liberal Arts students at Assump
tion were recently invited to join
a literature discussion group, which
is itself a composite of the now-de
ceased "Modern Drama Discussion
Club" and similargenres. Oriented
in a wide literary sense, the club
"welcomes all those who have any
interest in literature or who might
want to develop one." Topics open
for discussion are drama, poetry,
prose (short stories, novelettes, and
essays), and the cinema.
According to one of the group's
founding fathers, Junior Richard
Bleau, meetings will be held on a
bi-weekly basis, and discussion will
ravage pre-ordained topics both in
the light of personal enjoyment and
critical procedure. Members of the
English department will be invited
to lecture occasionally and invited
to attend always. Area poets will
be contacted for informal discus
sions of their work.
Executive duties — arrangement
of lectures, speakers, meetings,
publicity, and continuity - will be
"Flirting," Cont.
arranged by an informally chosen
equalization of the two elements, president-secretary.
man and woman, since this total
integration and equalization does
not copy the natural sexual plane
and a normal social sphere at all.
OPEN REHERSALS
It merely simplifies it.
The "con" argument often has
OPENED
sexual overtones. A male under
The Boston Symphony Orchestra,
graduate, they say, can't hang his
horns or hang-ups outside the class which opened its eighty-seventh
room to the degree that classroom season on last September 29, in
communion and stimulus would Symphony Hall, will again offer a
become totally free or egalitarian, series of Open Rehearsals to the
public. Reinstituted in 1950, these
as it should be ideally.
The debate continues. One black rehearsals enable students and oth
ers to hear the orchestra in a work
hat bites the dust. One white hat.
ing session. Proceeds benefit the
One up. One down. Yet it does
Orchestra's Pension fund.
seem evident from this analysis
that today's trend toward under
The Open Rehearsals, previews
graduate coeducation (and there of the weekend concerts, will be
fore equality in the classroom and held on Thursday evenings at 7:30.
intellectually) would point to the All seats for the performances are
conviction - or hope - that men unreserved, as in the past.
and women are becoming more
Aside from the Open Rehearsals,
equal and less distinguishable from
an
entirely new program of cham
one another. Or as Florida ScottMaxwell discusses women: "... ber music will be offered by the
it is possible that as we take on so Boston Symphony Orchestra in con
much masculinity we weaken men, junction with the New England
Conservatory of Music. A series
drawing their masculinity from
of ten concerts, using seven instru
them by our aggressive strength.
mental ensembles drawn from the
We feel grave concern, for there
Orchestra's personnel, will be pre
are times when we are so strangely
sented on Monday evenings in Bos
neuter that no one can reach us,
ton's Jordan Hall. The series began
and even to ourselves we are al on Monday, October 9th at 8:30.
most lost."
C. Ireland
About forty players from the Bos
ton Symphony Orchestra will take
part in the new chamber music
military centers of action is not
series to be known as Ensembles
only a difference between some
thing less and more urgent, less of the Boston Symphony. Including
these six other chamber groups are
and more decisive, a difference
a part of the new activity of the
that will be accepted by every
orchestra. These include: Boston
one beginning with those who
Sinfonietta,
Boston Symphony
have thought of opening an in
String Trio, Boston Trio, Music
surrection front by opening first
Guild String Quartet, New England
a political front, whether "Marx
Woodwind
Quintet, and Stockist-Leninist '' or nationalistic,fol
bridge String Quartet.
lowing the classical rules. No.
We are dealing with a new dialec
tics of objectives.
The efforts of Mao-tse Tung, seen
in the perspective o f D e b r a y ' s
thought, gain new meaning as the
efforts of a leader to resist the spe
cialization of the party bureau
cracy, led by President Liu-Shaochi and party SecretaryTing Hsiaoping. In this sense, Mao seeks to
carry the ideal of revolution to its
natural conclusion and in the pro
cess formulate an ethic of revolu
tion.
-E. Bertorelli

BUZZY:
IN

MEMORIAM
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McCue:
a crew view
Entering their second year as a
varsity sport at Assumption, the
Crew Team, under the guidance
of champion student oarsman Bill
McCue and coach Wasity (Wes)
Shepluk, has purchased the longawaited rowing shell (worth over

$2,000).
The craft will be manufactured
by the Worcester Oar and Paddle
Corporation and delivered next
spring in time for the regular sea
son. It will be dubbed the "Uncle
Louie" after Lou Castiglione, a
1967 graduate of Assumption, who
lead the crew through its perilous
first years as a club and is now
an assistant research biologist at
C.W. Post.
McCue, co-captain of the 196667 squad along with Castiglione,

EDITORIAL
INSPIRATION

It's quite obvious to anyone par
tial to Jock Straps sweat that the
athletic picture here at Assumption
man-author McCue $200 for a ser has all the glitter of an Aurora
ies of 4 articles on the Assump Borealis. But the main purpose
tion Crew story. "The student body in this, my kick-off editorial, is not
will not be approached directly to add paint to our Laskamurals.
for funds any more," claims Mc Rather, it is to draw attention to
Cue, and public relations will be the squads and the service they
more professionally public, with perform.
the publication of a promotional
For soccer, cross country, and
folder and sponsored field trips to football club members, the glory
various regattas.
Emie Arlett, is victory. This is the end that
coach of the champion Northeas each player dreams, for what else
tern Crew, is also scheduled to can there be? Scholastically, there
speak here next spring. Books on is no partiality, financially schol
the history of crew will be form arships are not offered, and socially
ally presented to the Worcester and the sacrifice is the athletes.
Assumption College libraries in a
But the reward more than trans
public relations gesture.
cends the little extra that each
gives.
Victory is the difference
Bill McCue ('68), co-captain for that the extra edge of sacrifice
the 1967-68 crew season, spent his and determination allows. And
summer in training with the Ecorse with victory, the squads bring the
school and each one of you new
respect and renown.
All of us should not only be
proud, but also support the fall
sports here at the Big A. How
ever, my point is not apathy but
recognition.
Let us recognize the efforts of
Fran Goodhouse and Andre Mysliewiec (soccer), Jim McManus and
Joe Bialy (cross country) and Ro
ger Leisgang (football) as inspiring
leaders on outstanding teams.

FOOTBALL
FOOT FALLS

Club Football has come to As
Besides Catalfomo and Hayffn:
sumption, and if you ask any of the team is extremely grateful jss
the club members, it's here to stay. Coach Andy Laska, who has pgS|
The dream of those enterprising much time and effort into assurii
students last year who first con the club of a successful first tea:eli
ceived the idea of tackle football Without his support and guidanr^c
at Assumption has been realized. the football club would not haflDuring the last two months of last gotten off to such a smooth staop
year, the football club was the topic Also, Mr. Neil Brophy, the cfy-ei
of conversation in the dorms, in the moderator, has shown real inter^
S.G.A. Even the cafeteria philoso in the club by coming down,
phers discussed the attributes of t h e p r a c t i c e s , h e l p i n g o u t t r '
having a club football team. The coaches, and giving the club
question of just such a squad was ficers valuable guidance. Last bOl
brought up at the class and senate not least of the persons respon^yj
elections. At the budget meeting ble for the success of the club a
held last May, the football club was the managers Bruce Fiske and f11
the most important topic on the Savage. Both have put in maPU
agenda. Even after it survived the unselfish hours for the squad. !G<
elections and the budget meetings,
The football club hopes that tjsU
most students still doubted that the school will continue its support^
club would succeed.
the club and aid it in all its I ,
C '
tivities.
tc
The team has a roster of 24 pla
But starting with the first day of ers. All these players have shof^
school, the football club has been a great desire to play, and no p,m
practicing six days a week at Logan sition on the team is safe. Tjtei
field (near the airport). Every backfield shapes up with Liesegai a
member has had to make great at QB and Agbay having an e<L ,
sacrifices for the club. Besides at FB, flanked by Hazard, O'Si
having to pay the $30 dues, the livan, Perron, and DeBlasio fig! c
members practice about three hours ing for the HB position. Theli^r
a day, usually from 5:00 to 8:00 is anchored by big Paul PetSCO
at night. They must miss supper (230), with Cunnane, Lyonnai»n.
because of the practice schedule, and Pocker as the big men. IlCU
and they often come back to the
and Fontera have been loolij-^
dorms exhausted, yet still having good at guard, with Hoban, Koi
to study.
Chaurette, and Sheehan capaP
of playing with them. The eenfst
position is a battle between Been
The team, under the fine coach
ard and Ciccarelli. At ends areK,se
ing of Tony Catalfomo and Steve
ham and Marsh, with Duncliffe
Hayes, has been getting into shape
Julian backing them up. On t ,
and is now ready to begin scrim
whole, the team is looking real go
maging. Both Tony and Steve have
and is psyching for their first gafd
put many hours into organizing
against New Haven College onC% <
the practices, and the entire team
tober 21 at 2:00 P.M. at Nmir
is grateful for their guidance.
Haven.
Ad;

Xaiku
Jjudd
Looks more like Louie Every Day
said that $800 still has to be rais Boat Club of Ecorse, Michigan,
ed by the team towards the pur "where I found myself in an envir
chase of the shell. The remaind onment that was totally oriented
er of the tab will be picked up towards the sport of rowing." Be
by the Athletic Department. Not sides the vigorous training sched
satisfied with the prospect of just ule at the Club and full-time work
an "Uncle Louie," the Assumption at a Michigan steel-mill, McCue
crew plans to form an Oarsman found time for rowing competi
Association not officially tied with tion. He was a member of the
the administration, S.G.A., or Ath first-place junior heavy weight at
letic Department, but perhaps af the Central States Championship
filiated with the National Associa and part of the winning junior
tion of Oarsmen in order to raise heavy four at the Royal Canadian
$20,000 over the next ten years Henley Regatta. McCue's future
for other shells and necessary plans include "going back to Ecorse
equipment. Another facet of the to build the A.C. squad and to get
drive for additional crew capital ready for the '72 Olympics."
is "Friends of Assumption Row
Fall practices have already begun
ing," a loose and benefactory and McCue and the crew fully in
group. The first charter member tend to "enter into the new season
is the Bristol Press, of Bristol, Con with the zeal we have had from the
necticut, which has promised oars start."

Andy Laska, Athletic Director
at Assumption College who was
recently elected a member of the
Assumption Sports Hall of Fame,
was honored at a testimonial din
ner given at Pleasant Valley Coun
try Club in Sutton on Sunday even
ing, October 15th. The event, un
der the general chairmanship of
Cosmo E. Mingolla, was attended
by approximately 700 former bas
ketball stars who played for him at
Assumption and who played with
and for him elsewhere.
In his post as Athletic Director,
Mr. Laska supervises programs in
which more than 600 undergradu
ate students participate. These in
clude seven varsity teams, five in
tramural programs, and two club
teams. He also oversees the pro
gram of physical education required
of the 300 freshmen
and sopho
mores.

FOR SALE.. one crystal ball

The soccer picture here at As
sumption looms brighter than ever.
Coach Fred Barakat is out to beat
his maiden record of6-4, and should
do so nicely. The forte of the
squad has to be the defense an
chored by Co-captain Junior Fran
Goodhouse. Playing left fullback
is Rodger Tighe, one of the most
under-rated players of the squad.
To Goodhouse's right is Bob Chenevert.
Bob had a year lay-off,
but shows little or no sign of this
lapse sii
coming out of retire
ment.
is forminiable threesome
has five years of experience between
them and will prove to be the back
bone of the squad.
The loss of Felix Esparza (22

goals) will hurt but little. Worces
ter's own Andre Mysliwiec (Cocaptain and Junior) will team with
returning starter, sophomore Silvano Mastrodicasa to play the two
inside positions on offense. They
will be fed by re turning lettermen
Junior John Zakhar and Sophomore
Ron Cote and John Steurwalt. Sen
ior Gene Yannon will provide the
needed depth in these positions.
At halfback Barakat has a troop
of fleet-footed stars and starlets.
Lettermen are Junior Tom Pleva,
Bill Granahan and Bill Shustowsld, the latter being seniors. Also
returning is Junior Mike Wisniensla. "Whiskey" played summer

soccer and this added experience
marks him as the man to watch.
He can play either halfback or full
back, as can Goodhouse, and no
doubt will see plenty of action in
both positions. JuniorHowieBeatle, his first year playing, will add
the all-important depth and speed
as will Granahan at the strong
halfback slots.
The Axiomatic category of the
'67 squad is depth, personified
most easily in the goalie. This
position has been highly contested
for by four players. The only
goalie to play under Barakat last
year and this is a sophomore, Bill
Drapeau. Junior P.E. Trayers had

a year off but is back giving it
another try. Sophomore John Har
low is perhaps the most improved
goalie since practice started and
Dick Wright, a highly tooted fresh
man from Chicopee rounds out the
razor sharp contest.
There is obviously depth and
spirited competition in not only
the goalie, but in all positions on
the squad. With this type of spirit,
everyone will be trying all season
to nail a starting position. So to
round out the soccer picture, we
have an aggressive and very spir
ited squad under the tutelage of
Fred Barakat and await sterling
performances all season long.

SOCK'ER

